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In honor of Jewish-American Heritage Month, we highlight the life of Bella Savitzky Abzug
(1920-1998), a pioneering Jewish-American lawyer, activist, and public official whose career
was defined by fearless advocacy and a commitment to justice. Known for her powerful voice in
the courtroom and in Congress, Abzug’s work advanced civil rights, women’s equality, and
democratic participation, leaving a lasting mark on American law and public life.

Early Life and Education

Born in the Bronx in 1920 to Russian Jewish immigrant parents, Abzug attended Hunter
College, graduating in 1942, and went on to earn her law degree from Columbia Law School in
1945.

After law school, Abzug entered private practice in New York City with a focus on labor and civil
rights cases, often representing individuals and groups who faced discrimination or political
persecution. Abzug worked on cases representing individuals accused of subversive activities
during the McCarthy era, and she advocated on behalf of labor unions and civil liberties
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organizations, using her legal skills to challenge government overreach and defend
constitutional protections. Through these efforts, Abzug demonstrated a steadfast commitment
to justice, even when doing so carried personal and professional risks.

Public Service and Legislative Impact

Abzug’s legal career served as a foundation for her later work in public office. In 1970, she was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from New York, becoming the first Jewish woman
to serve in Congress.

In Congress, Abzug was a leading voice on issues including civil rights, women’s equality,
environmental protection, and opposition to the Vietnam War. She played a key role in efforts to
expand democratic participation, including advocating for voting rights and greater government
transparency. Her legal background informed her approach to policymaking, as she worked to
translate constitutional principles into practical reforms that improved the lives of ordinary
Americans.

Advocacy for Women’s Rights

Throughout her career, Abzug was a tireless advocate for women’s rights. She co-founded the
National Women'’s Political Caucus in 1971, helping to create pathways for women to participate
more fully in political and legal institutions. In 1977, she presided over the first National
Women’s Conference in Houston.

Her advocacy was deeply connected to her identity as a Jewish-American woman. Drawing on
values of justice and community, she challenged systemic inequality and worked to ensure that
marginalized voices were heard. Her leadership helped pave the way for future generations of

women lawyers and public servants.

Legacy

Bella Abzug'’s legacy is one of courage, conviction, and impactful advocacy. As a lawyer, she
used the law as a tool for social change, defending civil liberties and advancing equal rights. As
a public servant, she translated those principles into meaningful legislative action.

Abzug’s influence continues to resonate today, particularly in the ongoing efforts to promote
equality and protect democratic institutions. Her career exemplifies how the legal profession can
serve as a powerful vehicle for justice and reform, reflecting the broader contributions of Jewish-
Americans to the development of American law and society.

For further information, please contact Jaime A. Berman or your CLL attorney.
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Associate
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Jaime's practice includes a range of intellectual property matters, including trademarks,
copyrights, domain names, unfair competition, data privacy, and patents, as well as general
commercial litigation.
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