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National Hispanic Heritage Month Highlight: Historic Firsts

In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, Cowan, Liebowitz & Latman invites you to learn more
about these historic first-time achievements by three Hispanic Americans.

Rita Moreno

Rita Moreno, age 92, is a groundbreaking figure in the entertainment industry, celebrated for her
remarkable talent and trailblazing spirit. Born in Puerto Rico in 1931, she became the first Latina
to win an Academy Award for her role as “Anita” in the 1961 film "West Side Story," a performance
that remains iconic. In addition to her Oscar, Moreno has garnered numerous accolades, including
a Grammy, an Emmy, and a Tony, making her one of the few individuals to achieve EGOT status.
Throughout her career, she has not only showcased her versatility as an actress, singer, and
dancer but has also been a powerful advocate for diversity and inclusion in the entertainment
industry. As we honor Hispanic Heritage Month, Moreno's legacy serves as an inspiration for
future generations to break barriers and embrace their cultural identities.

© 2024 Cowan, Liebowitz & Latman, P.C. All rights reserved. | www.cll.com


http://www.cll.com/

Ellen Ochoa

Ellen Ochoa, age 66, is a pioneering figure in aerospace and a celebrated role model for many in
the Hispanic community. As the first Hispanic woman to go to space, she flew on her first mission
aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery in 1993, contributing to critical research in optics and
technology. Beyond her impressive space flights, Ochoa served as the Director of NASA's
Johnson Space Center, where she led efforts to advance human space exploration. Her
dedication to education and mentorship is reflected in her advocacy for STEM programs, inspiring
countless young people to pursue careers in science and technology. Ochoa's legacy exemplifies
the impact of diversity in the field of aerospace and serves as a testament to the achievements of
Hispanic Americans in science and exploration.

Roberto Clemente

Roberto Clemente, born in Puerto Rico in 1934, was an iconic baseball player and humanitarian
whose impact transcended the sport, making him a vital figure in Hispanic heritage. As the first
Latin American player to achieve 3,000 hits, he was celebrated for his remarkable skills, earning
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12 All-Star selections and four National League batting titles throughout his career. In 1973, just
months after his tragic death in a plane crash while delivering aid to earthquake victims in
Nicaragua, Clemente was the first player from Latin America to be inducted into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame. Beyond his athletic achievements, he was a passionate advocate for social
justice and dedicated much of his life to helping those in need, particularly in his native Puerto
Rico. Clemente's enduring influence continues to inspire generations and the spirit of giving within
the Hispanic community.

Cowan, Liebowitz and Latman encourages you to recognize diversity, equity, and inclusion
every month.
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